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DIRECTIONS FOR THE HARMONIZATION OF THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK OF 
UKRAINE IN THE CONTEXT OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF INCLUSIVE HIGHER 

EDUCATION 
 

(Popova A. S., Candidate of Pedagogical Sciences, Associate Professor, 
Mytsyk G. M., Candidate of Pedagogical Sciences, Associate Professor, 

Puzyna A. O., First Level (Bachelor's) Higher Education Student) 
Berdyansk State Pedagogical University, Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine 

 
In the era of globalization and intensive Eurointegration processes, the world must 

ensure sustainable development, which facilitates the harmonious progress of society in 
all its aspects [8]. One of the key conditions for achieving this is the implementation of 
the UN Sustainable Development Goals, particularly Goal 4 «Quality Education», which 
entails ensuring inclusive, equitable, and quality education for all and promoting lifelong 
learning opportunities [3; 10]. In this context, the formation of an inclusive society, where 
every citizen, regardless of their characteristics, has equal opportunities for education 
and self-realization, becomes especially relevant. The higher education sector plays a 
decisive role in this process, as it is the foundation for training qualified professionals 
capable of contributing to sustainable development and innovations in all areas of life [4; 
9]. The importance of creating an inclusive educational environment in Ukrainian higher 
education institutions is determined not only by the internal needs of society to ensure 
equal educational opportunities for all its members but also by international 
commitments undertaken by Ukraine by joining global initiatives in the field of education 
and inclusion [1; 5; 6; 7].  

The development and harmonization of national legislation with international 
standards are critically important steps towards creating such an educational 
environment. This process involves a comprehensive study and analysis of the existing 
legal framework in the field of inclusive higher education, identifying gaps, and 
determining key directions for its improvement and enhancement to align education in 
higher education institutions with both global sustainable development goals and the 
specific needs of Ukrainian society in the context of Eurointegration processes and the 
ongoing full-scale war, requiring a systematic approach and active efforts from the state, 
educational institutions, and the entire community. 

In the context of analyzing the current legal framework that regulates inclusive 
education in the system of higher education institutions, 14 international documents 
were identified (Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), Declaration of the Rights 
of the Child (1959), Convention against Discrimination in Education (1960), Declaration 
on the Rights of Mentally Retarded Persons (1971), Declaration on the Rights of Disabled 
Persons (1975), Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989), World Declaration on 
Education for All and Framework for Action to Meet Basic Learning Needs (1990), 
Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (1993), 
Salamanca Statement and Framework for Action on Special Needs Education (1994), 
Dakar Framework for Action (2000), UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities and its Optional Protocol (2006), Incheon Declaration «Education 2030» 
(2015), Rome Ministerial Communiqué (2020); and 12 national documents regulating 
various aspects of organizing an inclusive educational environment in higher education 
institutions (Constitution of Ukraine of 28.06.1996 254к/96-ВР, Laws of Ukraine «On 
Education» of 05.09.2017 № 2145-VIII, «On Higher Education» of 01.07.2014 № 1556-VII, 
Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine «Procedure for organizing inclusive 
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education in higher education institutions» of 10.07.2019 № 635, Order of the Cabinet of 
Ministers «On approval of the Strategy for the Development of Higher Education in Ukraine 
for 2022-2032» of 23.02.2022 № 286-2022-р, «On approval of the National Strategy for 
Creating a Barrier-Free Space in Ukraine for the period up to 2030 year 2021» of 14.04.2021 
№ 366-2021-р), Draft of the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine «National Strategy 
for the Development of Inclusive Education for 2023-2030» (2023), Draft of the Ministry of 
Education and Science of Ukraine «Methodical Recommendations for the Creation of an 
Inclusive Educational Environment in a Higher Education Institution» (2023); and the legal 
status of persons with disabilities and those in difficult life circumstances (Laws of Ukraine 
«On State Social Standards and State Social Guarantees» of 05.10.2000 № 2017-III, «On the 
Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities in Ukraine» of 06.10.2005 № 2961-IV, «On the 
Fundamentals of Social Protection of Disabled Persons» of 21.03.1991 № 875-XII, «On Social 
Services» of 17 January 2019 № 2671-VIII) [2]. 

The methodology for processing regulatory documents involved documentary 
analysis, comparative analysis, and content analysis using a system of unified criteria, which 
included evaluating general principles and philosophy, access, and availability, teaching 
methods, the role of teaching staff, monitoring and accountability, resource support, social 
integration, and participation. The analysis revealed several discrepancies in the national 
legislation system compared to international norms. Among the main identified 
discrepancies were: 

• The inconsistency with international standards regarding inclusive education's 
general principles and philosophy. Although Ukrainian legislation reflects the 
fundamental principles of inclusiveness, equality, and protection against 
discrimination, it insufficiently considers some specific international requirements 
and recommendations, especially concerning the accessibility and 
individualization of the educational process, taking into account the diversity of 
participants in the educational process and their specific needs. 

• The lack of detailed regulatory acts regulating teaching methods and approaches. 
Existing national documents do not provide clear guidance on adapting the 
educational process and materials for people with special educational needs, 
which is a significant discrepancy with international standards of inclusive 
education. 

• Shortcomings in regulating the role and duties of teaching staff. Ukrainian 
legislation does not specify the duties and role of the teaching staff in the context 
of inclusive education, not defining clear requirements for training and 
qualification improvement for working in an inclusive educational environment; 

• Insufficient resource support for inclusive education. Despite certain initiatives, 
the national legislation system does not provide an adequate level of funding and 
material-technical support for implementing inclusive practices, limiting the 
possibilities for creating a full-fledged inclusive educational environment and, in 
some aspects, creating situations of inequality in providing accessible learning 
conditions, negatively affecting the right of persons with special educational 
needs to receive quality education. 

Considering the main discrepancies in the Ukrainian national legislation system 
compared to international norms of inclusive education, we have developed and defined a 
list of recommendations for its improvement and harmonization. The recommendations are 
aimed at ensuring quality education for all, by international standards and requirements. 
The recommendations include: 
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• Development of detailed methodological guidelines, as it is necessary to create 
comprehensive methodological recommendations for higher education 
institutions regarding the implementation of inclusive approaches and teaching 
methods, ensuring the adaptation of the educational process to the needs of 
individuals with special educational needs. 

• Strengthening the legal framework regarding inclusive education, particularly 
requiring a review and amendments to existing legislative acts, including the 
Laws of Ukraine «On Education» and «On Higher Education», to include clear 
norms and provisions regulating the issues of inclusive education. 

• Improving the training system for teaching staff, which involves introducing 
mandatory qualification enhancement programs for teachers and the 
administration of higher education institutions on issues of inclusive education, 
ensuring their preparation for working in an inclusive educational environment. 

• Ensuring adequate funding and increasing state support and financing for 
inclusive education programs, including by allocating special subsidies for higher 
education institutions that actively implement inclusive initiatives and practices. 

• Developing a national strategy for the development of inclusive higher education, 
which would be comprehensive and define key directions for the development of 
inclusive education in the long term, including mechanisms for monitoring and 
evaluating its effectiveness. 

• Implementing effective monitoring and evaluation mechanisms, which involve 
developing and implementing effective methodologies and approaches in higher 
education institutions, allowing the assessment of progress and determining 
directions for further improvement. 

These recommendations are aimed at creating conditions for the realization of 
everyone's right to quality higher education, regardless of their physical or social 
characteristics, and at ensuring the compliance of Ukrainian legislation with international 
norms in the field of inclusive education.  

Thus, Ukrainian legislation already has a fundamental basis that corresponds to 
international standards of inclusive education in terms of general principles and philosophy, 
as well as accessibility and access to higher education. However, a detailed analysis indicates 
the need for further development and refinement of regulatory regulation of inclusive higher 
education in areas such as teaching methods, resource support, monitoring and 
accountability, the role and duties of teaching staff, social integration, and participation. It is 
recommended to revise and improve existing documents and develop additional regulatory 
acts aimed at detailing and specifying the mechanisms for implementing inclusive 
education, to ensure equal opportunities for all learners and their active participation in 
social life. 
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