TESOL-UKRAINE NATIONAL CONVENTION 2023

VIRTUAL MIRO BOARD FOR TEACHING ENGLISH

Iryna Shkola (Berdiask, Ukraine)

With the worldwide pandemic of COVID-19 and the beginning of Russia-Ukraine
war the role of technical facilities for distance education has increased dramatically. There
were some challenges that EFL teachers faced with. The most widespread were numerous
distracting agents (incoming messages in Telegram, Viber, pop-up windows etc.) and a lack
of attention that could only be neutralized with technical means. In this context, using virtual
Miro whiteboard can be considered as the most successful way to overcome mentioned
problems because it helps to create a virtual learning space that provides students with
interaction and collaboration.

The analysis of the main publications indicates the development of the attention of both
Ukrainian and foreign scientists to the problem of the creation of an educational environment
for learning English and the use of cloud technologies in it (A. Thompson, D. Bodnenko,
T. Gurova, V. Kuzmenko, B. Saliuk, I. Shkola, I. Myskiv, N. Morse, S. Nikolayeva, K. Novik).
However, we observe a lack of attention to the potential of the Miro virtual whiteboard in
English language learning.

Virtual Miro Board is one of the most modern tools for distance learning. Among the
main advantages of Miro is that the program does not must be downloaded and installed.
Participants need to log in to the site (for both the teacher and the students), and then the
teacher should share a link with students. School students can work on Miro synchronously
and asynchronously. They do not lose precious time in their educational journey. They have
access to video content, interactive games, activities, tests and quizzes.

Teachers can use
Miro in content learning
and in language learning
to stimulate conversations
and to learn new vocabulary
while being engaged.

In the picture, there is
an example of a speaking
activity for young learners.
Students have to move the
objects and help a boy and
a girl get dressed to go out.
They have to name the
items and explain their choice.

There is another game for younger students. They have to use a magnifying glass to
find words from the list of products they have to buy in the store. They name items, put them
into a bag, and express their likes and dislikes. They can discuss what dishes they can cook
using the ingredients they have.
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Miro is a great way to engage
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Structured discussions with guided prompts (via Miro), which students value as an important
engagement strategy, can lead to more in-depth comprehension [3]).

Miro can visualize many ideas and facilitate the teacher’s process of a comprehensive
presentation of the material. Teachers can develop their lesson plans via Miro by adding links
to different resources. They can create and classify various materials for lessons, explain
and practice different lexical and grammatical topics, and organize brainstorming sessions
and project work. The use of a virtual whiteboard makes individual and group lessons bright
and effective.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF USING ONLINE RESOURCES
IN TEACHING ENGLISH IN UKRAINE DURING THE WAR

Daryna Stopnyk (Kharkiv, Ukraine)

Russia’s attack on Ukraine not only started a world-shocking war, but also affected all
the areas of our life. Ukrainian education has received significant damage because of the
missile strikes that destroyed many educational institutions and as a result a large number of
teachers started to teach online because it was their duty to distract students from the events
taking place in their motherland and not let Ukrainian education fall under Russian pressure.
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